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Affiliate
Role (Mentor/board member/team leader)
Years in Ace
Emoji to express how your day is going

 Introductions...



Overview of Nuerodiversity
Student Self Advocacy
Putting it into action in ACE
Questions and Answers

Goals and Objectives



Abandoned Farmhouse - by Ted Kooser 
He was a big man, says the size of his shoes 

on a pile of broken dishes by the house; 

a tall man too, says the length of the bed 

in an upstairs room; and a good, God-fearing man, 

says the Bible with a broken back 

on the floor below the window, dusty with sun; 

but not a man for farming, say the fields 

cluttered with boulders and the leaky barn. 

Something went wrong, says the empty house 

in the weed-choked yard. Stones in the fields 

say he was not a farmer; the still-sealed jars 

in the cellar say she left in a nervous haste. 

And the child? Its toys are strewn in the yard 

like branches after a storm—a rubber cow, 

a rusty tractor with a broken plow, 

a doll in overalls. Something went wrong, they say. 

A woman lived with him, says the bedroom wall 

papered with lilacs and the kitchen shelves 

covered with oilcloth, and they had a child, 

says the sandbox made from a tractor tire. 

Money was scarce, say the jars of plum preserves 

and canned tomatoes sealed in the cellar hole. 

And the winters cold, say the rags in the window frames. 

It was lonely here, says the narrow country road. 





One in Seven people report being Neurodivergent

Bhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.ody

Understanding the impact

Bhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.ody

https://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.
https://ldaamerica.org/lda_today/the-state-of-learning-disabilities-today/#:~:text=How%20many%20of%20those%20other,school%2Dto%2Dprison%20pipeline.


Neurodivergent /Neurotypical 
504 
IEP 
Gift & Talented 
EL/ESL/ELL 
Accommodations

Learning the Lingo



Creating an Inclusive Space



Person First Language



Say hello
Know student’s names
Take an interest in them
Establish routines and procedures 

Build Relationships



Equity and Access for All

Creating an Inclusive Space in ACE

Engaging Learning Environment 

Bhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.odyBhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.ody

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/fostering-inclusive-classrooms-diverse-learners-hebert-hamstead-tdwdc/
https://interactioninstitute.org/illustrating-equality-vs-equity/


Check yourself and your potential biases



Simple and Effective Accommodations

Verbal and Written Instructions
Seat Choice
Pre-printed notes
Manipulatives on tables
Brain breaks
Adjustment of time and schedule
Organizational tools and techniques 



Self-Advocacy

Bhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.ody

https://playlearnchat.com/podcast-30/


How to discover a Student’s Needs? 

A student fills out the information on a notecard as
an introductory icebreaker.  
Name  
Grade & School (if applicable)  
Share something “interesting” about you.  
Why did you decide to join ACE?  

Do Not Share with Group: Do you have any
concerns or supports the team lead or mentor

should know about (e.g. IEP, 504 Plan, food allergy,
or medical concern)? If so, what are the concerns or

support needed?  



Restroom break or drink break signal,
standing in the back during guest speakers, or

manipulatives.  
 
 

What does this look like IRL? 

Student struggles “sitting still” 
for long periods of time. 

  
 

Student dominates the conversation, 
while others rarely or never speak.  Use talking chips  

 



Neurodiversity is not a 
one size fits all! 

Bhttps://www.mercer.com/en-gb/solutions/health-and-benefits/benefits-consulting/neurodiversity/#:~:text=Yes.,Or%20it%20might%20be%20ADHD.ody

https://d3.harvard.edu/platform-rctom/submission/education-one-size-no-longer-has-to-fit-all/


A Student’s Team 

Self 
Parent/Guardian 
School Champion 
You – their mentor 
ACE National 



Resources
https://www.understood.org/

Cleveland Clinic

http://www.understood.org/


Questions?


